Office of the Illinois Central Railroad Coraoany 
No. 48 Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, Nov, 5, 1855 


¥.H, Osborn Esq, 

Dear Sir - We had another fine day on Monday for an 
excursion about the old town of Bourbonais, Dr, Kohl, 
using the word ” old ” in a European sense, had supposed that 
the "old" town of Bourbonais was as ancient as the towns 
along the Mississippi River. Kaskaskia, Prairie Du Rocher, 
Cape G-lradeau, Cape Augr^s &c. &c. He was much chagrined 
to find that it was settled less than 40 years since by old 
Bourbonais, a half breed French trader. The Catholic oriest 
too was absent, and the old Indian Chief Shabbonne and the 
remnant of his tribe, who usually make their home in the 
Grove near the town, had left the week before for their 
hunting Grounds near the sources of the St. Josephs & the 
Kankakee Rivers, a vast swamp lying on the borders of Michigan 
and Indiana, and we were left almost without a resource. 

However, we hunted up the Grande Segnieur of the Village, 
Vasser . an old French Canadian and Indian Trader who had 
formerly been one of the Agents of Aster & Company. He had 
originally bought two or three miles square for a horse and 
saddle and had succeeded in colonizing his nurchase and had 
grown rich and still holds a section of veryfine Land - We 
saw also one Bellegarde who had been in the town since 1844. 




He was from Trois Rivers, and was originally a voyageur 
and had traversed the British posessions from Hudsons 
Bay & Rainy Lake to the Atlantic. He shew us his fields 
and specimens of his wheat crop of this yes.r, which he 
had sold at his house for $1.40 per bushel. 

He informed the doctor that 9 years since he bought 
of Mr. Vasser 160 acres of Land 81 of which were broken 
up, 18,000 rails with stakes or ‘oickets to put them into 
fence, & 20 acres of heavy woodland 1/4 of a mile off = 
all for $500- He once bought of Vasser 500 bushels or 
corn for 5 / a bushel. We visited Bellegarde's House, 
found him living in the old French Canadian style, with a 
half a dozen girls not one of which could, or would talk 
English. They were engaged in splnlng wool most of them 
on the old fashiond flat wheel of the most primitive stamp. 

The settlement is prospering, notwithstanding the 
growth of Kankakee, only two miles distant. There are only 
two or three Yankees in the place, and the population are 
industrious, peaceful and provident. 

Here I learned the fact that not more than 1/3 of the 
wheat in the county had been threshed. 

Kankakee is growing wonderfully, the Court House is 
nearly finished and is really a very neat and handsome affair, 
and they hold the first term of the Court there sometime 
this month. We spent most of the afternoon among the G-erman 



settlers of the city and the doctor drank beer, smoked 
his pipe, & talked of Father-Land to his great satisfaction. 
It gave me great satisfaction to learn from the doctor that 
French, Germans, Danes and Europeans generally, all told 
the same story, all were willing to say that here in the 
Great West they could get better pay, better food, have to 
work less hours and are better treated, and have a larger 
liberty, and especially since the soil was so productive 
and. the farmers so rich, this was the case on the prairies 
and among the farmers of Illinois, 

We left for Chicago on the 5 P.M, Train and reached 
Chicago in course of the evening 
Very Truly Yours, 

BenJ, F, Johnson 

M, Bellegarde assured us that the average nrice for wheat 
nine years ago was 30 cents, and for corn 12 cents. Now 
wheat 140 corn 50, 
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